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WHY A WILL

- Orderly disposition of property upon death
- Formal legal document usually monitored by probate court
- Enacted by executor, usually subject to bond and oversight
- Simplifies things for living
- Ideally prepared in consultation with attorney, reviewed annually
- Should be immediately accessible, known to executor
- May be placed with other, less legal "death documents"
- Those who die "intestate" without will don't have any say

PARTS OF A WILL

 - Statement of identity, residence, declaration
 - Revocation of previous wills and codicils
 - Prior marriages and children
 - Other living relatives

- List of assets and property: real, personal, financial accounts
 - Establishment of trusts, with provisions for same
 - Guardianship provisions for children or other dependents
 - Specific gifts: distribution of property, forgiveness of debts
 - Residue instructions
 - Executor appointed, with or without bond, alternative executors
 - No contest clause

- Memorial/cremation arrangements
- Simultaneous death provisions
- Signature and witnessing

 - Codicil (affidavit, revocation, replacement, confirm/republics)
 
SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTS FOR EXECUTOR

- Vital records (birth/death/marriage/divorce/veterans)
- Financial statements (with account numbers)
- Explanatory letters or testaments
- Supplementary gift instructions for executor
- Obituary text or death-notification list
- Memorial-service instructions

 
Will of Doyle Owl

[adapted from the 2007 Nolo's Simple Will Book, 7th Edition]

I, Doyle Owl, a resident of Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon, declare that this is my will.

1. REVOCATION OF PRIOR WILLS. I revoke all wills and codicils that I have previously made.

2. PERSONAL INFORMATION. I am presently single. I was married to E Moreland from 1976-1985 but divorced in Multnomah County on 
1 April 1984. I have one living parent and one son from my previous marriage: my mother Amanda Reed and son Squishy Owl. I have no 



other living relatives.

3. SPECIFIC GIFTS. I leave the following specific gifts.

I leave $3,000 to to my good friend Abigail Adams or, if she does not survive me, to the Multnomah County Library Foundation in his honor.

I leave $10,000 to Reed College, with the request that it be restricted for financial aid.

I leave my large collection of comic books to the Reed College student body's Music Listening and Lending Library, if they should want them. 
If they do not, they should be donated to the KBOO annual book and record sale or may be sold and the proceeds donated for student financial 
aid at Reed College.

I leave my house at 7500 SE 28th Avenue to my mother Amanda or, if she does not survive me, to my son Boris.

I leave my library, jewelry, pinball collection and other personal property to my son Squishy, if he should survive me.

4. RESIDUARY ESTATE. I leave my residuary estate, the rest of my property not otherwise specifically and validly disposed of by this will 
or in any other manner, including lapsed gifts or failed gifts, to be split equally between my mother Amanda and my son Boris. If neither 
should survive me, then 20% should go to my ex-wife E Moreland, should she survive me, with the remainder to Reed College for financial 
aid.

5. BENEFICIARY PROVISIONS. The following terms and conditions shall apply to the beneficiary clauses of this will.

A. 45-DAY SURVIVORSHIP PERIOD. As used in this will, the phrase "survive me" means to be alive or in existence as an organization on 
the 45th day after my death. Any beneficiary, except any alternate residuary beneficiary, must survive me to inherit under this will. If there are 
no surviving beneficiaries for a specific gift, that gift shall become part of my residuary estate.

B. SHARED GIFTS. If I leave property to be shared by two or more beneficiaries, it shall be shared equally between them unless this will 
provides otherwise.

If any beneficiary of a shared gift left in a single paragraph of the Specific Gifts clause, above, does not survive me, that deceased beneficiary's 
portion of the gift shall be given to the surviving beneficiaries in equal shares.

If any residual beneficiary of a shared residuary gift does not survive me, that deceased beneficiary's portion of the residue shall be given to the 
surviving residuary beneficiaries in equal shares, unless this will provides otherwise.

C. ENCUMBRANCES. All property that I leave by this will shall pass subject to any encumbrances or liens on the property.

6. EXECUTOR. The following terms and conditions shall apply to the executor of this will.

A. NOMINATION OF EXECUTOR. I nominate my Reed friend John Sheehy to serve as executor of this will without bond. If John Sheehy 
shall for any reason fail to qualify or cease to act as executor, I nominate my Reed friend Laura Ross as executor, also to serve without bond.

B. EXECUTOR'S POWERS. I direct that my executor take all actions legally permissible to have the probate of my estate done as simply as 
possible, including filing a petition in the appropriate court for the independent administration of my estate.

SIGNATURE: I subscribe my name to this will on the 6th day of June, 2014 at Multnomah County, Oregon, and do hereby declare that I sign 
and execute this instrument as my last will and that I sign it willingly, that I execute it as my free and voluntary act for the purposes therein 
expressed and that I am of the age of majority or otherwise legally empowered to make a will, and under no constraint or undue influence.

Testator signature, name and address:

WITNESSES:  On this _____ day of ________, Doyle Owl declared to us, the undersigned, that this instrument was his will and requested us 
to act as witnesses to it. She thereupon signed this will in our presence, all of us being present at the same time. We now, at her request, in her 
presence and in the presence of each other, subscribe our names as witnesses and declare that we undertand this to be his will, and that to the 
best of our knowledge the testator is of the age of majority, or is otherwise legally empowered to make a will, and under no constraint or 
undue influence.

We declare under penally of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct this _____ day of __________ at _____________.

Witness 1 signature, name and address:
Witness 2 signature, name and address:


